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Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council  

Salix Decarbonisation 

Schemes Statement 
 

 Salix is a non-departmental public body wholly owned by the Government 

under the sponsorship of the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero 

(DESNZ), the Welsh and Scottish Governments and the Scottish Funding Council 

with the aim to “enable and inspire organisations to achieve net zero and create 

better places to live and work.” Since its formation in 2004, Salix has delivered up to 

£3.3 billion of funding to the public sector, with projects saving 1.2 million tonnes of 

carbon dioxide annually from past phases of funding schemes. Salix delivers it’s 

funding through different annually launched funding schemes that are applied for by 

the public sector. Some may be more focused on a certain category of the sector 

such as social housing or heat decarbonisation. Applications historically have been 

awarded based on a first come first serve basis, however are now reviewed 

randomly and awarded fairly based on the quality of the application from different 

organisations. Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council are interested in 2 funding 

schemes that have just been recently announced to fund the costs of surveying and 

undertaking decarbonisation works of Jubilee 2 Leisure Centre, Bradwell 

Crematorium and Knutton Lane Depot as these are the Council’s significant emitters 

of greenhouse gases. The schemes the Council plan to apply for are the Low 

Carbon Skills Fund (LCSF) and the Public Sector Decarbonisation Fund (PSDS) 

which will be supported by supplemented data and advice from Faithful & Gould 

(F&G) and the Midlands Net Zero Hub (MNZH). To find out more information 

generally on Salix please find their homepage here at www.salixfinance.co.uk. 

 The first scheme that the Council will be applying for is Phase 5 of the Low 

Carbon Skills Fund (LCSF) which has just recently been announced on the 20th of 

March and will be closing on the 1st of May. DESNZ has made £16M of funding 

available through the LCSF for the public sector with a maximum grant value award 

of £1M. The funding is focused on boosting decarbonisation skills and unlocking 

decarbonisation in the public sector through 3 stages of funding which support 3 

levels of differing actions to facilitate decarbonisation.  
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The 1st stage is the strategy stage to fund the development of heat decarbonisation 

strategies, desktop assessments and building audits which Newcastle-under-Lyme 

Borough Council has already undertaken with F&G for various flagship buildings, the 

2nd stage is the feasibility stage which includes the funding for feasibility studies, 

building audits and specialist site surveys, and finally the 3rd stage funds detailed 

designing of interventions, specialist site surveys and investment grade auditing. The 

Council is interested in funding from stage 2 and 3 and is currently working towards 

creating a successful application with F&G and MNZH for the 3 sites mentioned in 

the introduction. Organisations will be notified by the end of July 2024 about their 

success in the LCSF fund, if you’d like to read more about this scheme please follow 

this link Phase 5 Public Sector Low Carbon Skills Fund | Salix Finance. 

 Additionally the Council is interested, upon a successful LCSF application to 

apply for Phase 4 of the Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme which has been 

predicted to be launched in autumn of this year, details of the scheme were 

announced on the 29th of February 2024. This scheme, provided with detailed and 

specific information about end of life sites will fund and support the implementation of 

interventions to decarbonise heat systems in identified sites to help accomplish 

organisations’ net zero ambitions and targets. Phase 4 of the PSDS will provide 

organisations with £1.17 billion in funding for public sector decarbonisation projects 

following a profile of funding of £670M in 2025/2026, £3000M in 2026/2027 and 

£200M in 2027/2028. The Council plan to apply for this funding with support from 

F&G and MNZH for the 3 listed flagship sites in the introduction once the scheme is 

announced and accepting applications. To learn more about the PSDS please follow 

this link Phase 4 Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme | Salix Finance. 
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